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Chaontra to DudhiSl. From this point the road brandies
into two lines, that to the south proceeding by Chakowal
and the salt mines to Find D&dan and Ahmadabad, and that
to the east proceeding vi& Asanot and the Bunhar river to
DiUwar, opposite Rasul, or via Asanot and Vang to Jalalpur.
From Shah-dheri to Dudhial the distance is 55 miles, from
thence to Asanot 33 miles, and thence to Diliwar, or Jah'Jpur,
each 21 miles, the whole distance by this route being 118 miles.
But this distance would be shortened to 114 miles by the
traveller proceeding direct from the foot of the Salt Range
to Jalalpur. There is also a third line, which branches off
from the upper road at Mandra, 6 miles to t^he south of the
Manikyala tope, and proceeds via Chakowal and Find Dadan
to Jalalpur. By this route the whole distance from Shah-
dheri to Jalalpur is 116-2 miles, or only 112jby leaving the
line at the foot at the Salt Range and proceeding direct
to Jalalpur. The respective distances by these three different
routes are 109,114, and 112f miles, the mean distance being
112J miles.
Now, the distance from TaxiJa to the Hydaspes is given
by Pliny,l from the measurement by Alexander's surveyors,
Diognetes and Beiton, at 120 Roman miles, which are equal to
110J English miles, at the value of 0,9193 each, as fixed in
Smith's 'Dictionary of Antiquities/ As all the copies of Pliny
give the same number, we must accept it as the actual
measurement of the route that was followed by Alexander from
Taxila to his camp on the Hydaspes. In comparing this
distance with those arcady given from Shah-dheri to Jhelam
and Jalalpur, we must unhesitatingly reject Jhelam, which
is no less than 16 miles short of the recorded distance, while
Jalalpur differs from it by less than 2 miles. But there is
another objection which is equally fatal to the claims of
Jbelanu According to Strabo,8 "the direction of Alexander's
march, as far as the Hydaspes, was, for the most part, towards
1.   Hist. Nat., vi. ivl, "Ad Hydaspea fluvim ciarnm, cxx, mill."
12.   Geogr. xv. 1, 32.